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Codes to Cut and Paste for GoogleEarth

Handout/2008 – Hall Davidson 

http://discoveryeducation.typepad.com/media_matters/
You can cut and paste your own text, images, and websites into the code to get the Screen Overlays, Pictures in Description Boxes, Video in Description Boxes, Webcams in Description Boxes, Text Formatting in Description Boxes, and Audio Links to enhance your classroom Google Earth experience.

Pay attention to the carriage returns in the code.  If you just paste your own information over the text in red, you should be okay. Note: The red lines may be wrapping around in the examples below without carriage returns. Don’t add any carriage returns to match the way the screen with these lines looks They are also bigger font just for your reading pleasure. 

Procedure for Screen Overlays:  

1. Short Version: Copy and Paste the web address of your image over the text below. Use Word or other text editor. Save.  Rename as .kmz. Open from GoogleEarth.

2. Download the HallOz.kmz file from http://blog.discoveryeducation.com/media_matters/
3. Click the file to open it.  This should launch GoogleEarth.  If not, open the file from GoogleEarth.

4. The file will be in your Temporary Places.  Click on it.  From GoogleEarth>File, select Save Place As and select KML (not KMZ). Note:  Word opens a KMZ on some PCs just as easily as KMLs. Not Macs.

5. Launch Word (or NotePad, TextEdit, etc.). Open the HallOz.kml file.  

6. Insert your own text, website, or video address over the red text (below).

7. Save the file.  You may get warning messages. Ignore them.  Close the file.

8. Find the file on your desktop.  Click on it (don’t launch it!). Rename it. Change the file extension to .kmz.  Open it in GoogleEarth and be amazed.  For help, go to the above bloglink and leave a question.

Example from Overlay –
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Inman Middle School
Mrs. Holly Porter's 8th Grade Science Class
Team E- 80 Students

W. . Inman Middle School serves 6th, 7th, and 8th grades in the Paris Special School District. Inman is
designed as a state-of the-art middle school to provide a program that is sharply focused on the
rapidly moving and changing learners in transition from childhood to adolescence.

tt: fwww. paris.k12.1n.us/ ~InmanWeb /InmanSchoolPage. htm

Paris, TN is home to The “World's Biggest Fish Fry." It has emerged as one of Tennessee's premier
‘annual festivals which draws tens of thousands of visitors into Paris and Henry County during the last
full week of April. htto: //paris.tn.ora/fishfry2001.htm

Just a short drive from Paris you will find...The Land Between the Lakes. Nestled in western Kentucky
and Tennessee, LBL hosts an average of two million visitors each year who come from all over the
nation and more than 30 foreign countries. With more than 170,000 acres and 300 miles of
undeveloped shoreline, itis not hard yourself completely immersed in nature.

htto: fwww. bl.org/Home.hml

Paris also has its own 60ft scale model of the Eiffel Tower donated by the Christian Brothers University
in Memphis. http:/ paris.tn.orgeiffel2001.htm

Directions: To here - From here
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ScreenOverlays
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For ScreenOverlays – The “Floating Head” Effect

Cut and paste over the red lines.  Be sure not to touch the symbols around the red lines. The examples are in a bigger font and are red just for clarity.  Remember after pasting in your own pictures for ScreenOverlays you must convert the document to a kmz file by changing its extension.  You change the extension just like you change a name.  Ignore the warning you will receive. To see your overlay, click on the kmz file which should launch GoogleEarth or open it from GoogleEarth.  For more detail, see the accompanying PowerPoint.  Note:  For this version, the picture must be on the web.  To get the address of the image you want to use instead of the head, go the image you want on the web, right-click (control-click on Mac). “Copy Image Address” then paste over the image address in the code below. Your browser may use a slightly different command.

<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"?>

<kml xmlns="http://earth.google.com/kml/2.1">

<ScreenOverlay id="khScreenOverlay974">


<name>Beard</name>


<LookAt id="khLookAt975">



<longitude>-61.69480402391395</longitude>



<latitude>16.11957090813545</latitude>



<altitude>0</altitude>



<range>10056.25389044684</range>



<tilt>77.67246913730361</tilt>



<heading>-24.37696764355566</heading>


</LookAt>


<Icon>



<href>http://www.denblogs.com/media_matters/images/2007/06/21/hallbeardtnbw.png</href>


</Icon>


<overlayXY x="0.5" y="0.5" xunits="fraction" yunits="fraction"/>


<screenXY x="0.3" y="0.7" xunits="fraction" yunits="fraction"/>


<rotationXY x="0.5" y="0.5" xunits="fraction" yunits="fraction"/>


<size x="0" y="0" xunits="pixels" yunits="pixels"/>

</ScreenOverlay>

</kml>

The blue numbers in the ScreenOverlay code determine the size of the image in relationship to the screen and the where the image will be within the screen. Play around with them and see how the size and location changes.  The numbers are locations on the x/y coordinate plane.  “Fractions” mean a fraction of the screen.  Pixels are hard sizes. 

Live Webcams
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The webcam pictures will appear inside the Description Box of Placemarks.  They will refresh as often as the webcam refreshes. Cut and paste the webcam address of another web over the red text below.  When getting a webcam address, be sure you have a direct webcam address and not an intermediary site address (look for the .jpg extension).  

Cut and paste over the red text below with your selected webcam address.

<center>
<img src="http://www.manntheatres.com/webcam/images/camera2-0.jpg">
</center>

You can type readable information in the box after a carriage return. 

Pictures in Description Boxes
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Find an image on the web you would like for your Description Box. To get the exact address of that image, click on it as “Copy Image Location” (FireFox), “Copy Image Address” (Safari), etc. 

Cut and paste the address over the red lines.  Be sure not to touch the symbols and quotation marks around the red lines. The examples are in a bigger font and are red.  Then put the whole thing in the Description Box. The image should then appear in the box,  You can put text with it, too, just by typing after the line commands.  Give yourself some carriage returns between the code and the regular text.

<img src="http://earth.google.com/green/greensummertext.jpg">
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Formatting Text in Your Description Box
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Directions: To here - From here




You can add spaces, carriage returns, and other formatting to make your description boxes better. The examples are in a bigger font and are red
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Upload a video onto You Tube.

Video Upload - Upload Complete

You Tube will give you code
when your upload is complete.

Thank you! Your upload is complete.
‘This video will be available in My Videos after it has finished processing.

Paste that code into your
description box. You will have
ideo that plays on Google Earth.

Embed this video on your website.
‘Copy and paste the code below to embed this video.

‘

Shockuave fash wicih=425" hight="350"> <embecs

This is for Windows only, at the
moment.

Upload anothervideo | | Go o My Videos
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Description:

Inman Middle School
<br>
Mrs. Holly Porter's 8th Grade Science Class
<br>
Team E- 80 Students
<br><br>

W. 0. Inman Middle School serves 6th, 7th, and 8th
grades in the Paris Special School District. Inman s
designed as a state-of the-art middle school to provide a
program that is sharply focused on the rapidly moving and
changing learners in transition from childhood to
adolescence.
hitp: /www.paris.k12.tn.us/ ~InmanWeb /InmanSchoolPage.
<br><br>
Paris, TN is home to The “World's Biggest Fish Fry." It has
emerged as one of Tennessee's premier annual festivals
which draws tens of thousands of visitors into Paris and
Henry County during the last full week of April.
hitp:/ /paris.tn.org/fishfry200 1.htm
<br><br>
Just a short drive from Paris you will find...The Land

Between the |akes. Nestled in western Kentuckv and.
<l




Inman Middle School

<br>


Mrs. Holly Porter's 8th Grade Science Class


<br>


Team E- 80 Students


<br><br>
   

  W. O. Inman Middle School serves 6th, 7th, and 8th grades in the Paris Special School District… adolescence. 
http://www.paris.k12.tn.us/~InmanWeb/InmanSchoolPage.htm


<br><br>


Paris, TN is home to … April.  http://paris.tn.org/fishfry2001.htm


<br><br>

Just a short drive… nature. http://www.lbl.org/Home.html


<br><br>


Paris … Memphis. http://paris.tn.org/eiffel2001.htm

Formatting Video Links in Your Description Box
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</center>
<a href="http://earth.google.com/green/LV1.html">Click for Video</a>

Video into Description Boxes

Using YouTube.

When you upload video onto YouTube you are given a paragraph of code.  Copy and paste it into the Description Box.  The video will play inside the box!  Sample codes below came from a middle school field trip to Wired Magazine’s NextFest.
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Text Forest:

<object width="425" height="350"> <param name="movie" value="http://www.youtube.com/v/EN4L-H9cMcY"> </param> <embed src="http://www.youtube.com/v/EN4L-H9cMcY" type="application/x-shockwave-flash" width="425" height="350"> </embed> </object>

3D Plasma Globe Monitor:

<object width="425" height="350"> <param name="movie" value="http://www.youtube.com/v/kv-lcB2Mksg"> </param> <embed src="http://www.youtube.com/v/kv-lcB2Mksg" type="application/x-shockwave-flash" width="425" height="350"> </embed> </object>

Brain Ball:
<object width="425" height="350"> <param name="movie" value="http://www.youtube.com/v/HTkQQL7UBgc"> </param> <embed src="http://www.youtube.com/v/HTkQQL7UBgc" type="application/x-shockwave-flash" width="425" height="350"> </embed> </object>

Eco Door:
<object width="425" height="350"> <param name="movie" value="http://www.youtube.com/v/TXdojq_oDNM"> </param> <embed src="http://www.youtube.com/v/TXdojq_oDNM" type="application/x-shockwave-flash" width="425" height="350"> </embed> </object>
Video from your hard drive into the Description Box.

Copy and Paste from your own hard drive: Thanks, Brad Fountain for this code.
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Embedding Windows Media Compliant Files (.mp3, .wmv, .asf, .mpg, .avi) - Movies and Audio.  Below is the basic code you will need to put in your placemark description windows (Create a placemark, or get 'Properties' (Info) of an existing placemark). There are only a few things you need to change to get it to work, but you can fiddle with some of the <param> functions too if you wish. The red text items are the only things you need to change while the lavendar ones are optional.! If you have multimedia in a non-Windows Media recognized format, like Quicktime or RealPlayer, the conversion utility 'Super' is a free, very powerful tool. Lavendar text are optional settings you can change if you wish by making them either 'true' or 'false'
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Putting URLs for video in Description Box: Launch video in a browser (e.g., Firefox or Internet Explorer).  Different procedures for free sites (like archive.org) and Discovery Education streaming
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Putting URLs for audio in Description Box: Launch audio, including sounds, streaming podcasts, and stories from the National Public Radio (NPR) archives in a browser.






Clicking the link will launch the audio (or video) in a separate browser window.
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Note on You Tube

To embed a video, you need the flash version, which is different from the page address (URL).  The URL of the Brain Ball video is http://youtube.com/watch?v=HTkQQL7UBgc, but what you need to use is the flash version.  Change the watch?v= to simply v/.  In this case, http://youtube.com/v/HTkQQL7UBgc.  The actual embed on my blog post was http://www.youtube.com/v/HTkQQL7UBgc .  And it worked!  Read the blog post at (http://blog.discoveryeducation.com/media_matters/2007/10/10/the-future-of-education-field-trip/)

Discovery Educator Network Tips


Code Cut and Pastes for Google Earth, ET AL 


Hall Davidson 2008





Hint:  If you see a Description Box you like on someone else Placemark, right on it, Get Info, and check out the code.  It might be something you want to add to your copy and paste collection.





Upload a video onto You Tube.


You Tube will give you code when your upload is complete.





Paste that code into your description box.  You will have video that plays on Google Earth.





This is for Windows only, at the moment.





<OBJECT ID="MediaPlayer1" width=637 height=421 classid="CLSID:22D6F312-B0F6-11D0-94AB-0080C74C7E95"


codebase="http://activex.microsoft.com/activex/controls/mplayer/en/nsmp2inf.cab#Version=6,0,02,902"


standby="Loading Microsoft Windows Media Player components..." type="application/x-oleobject">


<PARAM NAME="FileName" VALUE="file:///c:/foldername/filename.mp3">


<PARAM NAME="animationatStart" VALUE="true">


<PARAM NAME="transparentatStart" VALUE="true">


<PARAM NAME="autoStart" VALUE="true">


<PARAM NAME="showControls" VALUE="true">


<EMBED type="application/x-mplayer2"


pluginspage = "http://www.microsoft.com/Windows/MediaPlayer/"


SRC=" file:///c:/foldername/filename.mp3"


name="MediaPlayer1" width=637 height=421 AutoStart=true>


</EMBED>


</OBJECT>


(Note for .mp3 files: change the height to 45 or 50 so only the controller shows) 








�HYPERLINK "http://www.gelessons.com/kmzfiles/0000visitor_uploads/embedingmultimedia.kmz"��Download the Example Placemark collection� 


 �HYPERLINK "http://www.gelessons.com/kmzfiles/embedmediafiles.zip"��Download the sample media files�





Paste the link from the Properties or the URL into the Google Earth Description Box








Or, if the URL is available, copy the location from the browser





Adding Sounds, Stories, or Streaming Podcasts


Find media, stories, sounds, etc., online


Click to Stream. 


As it streams Right Click screen, then click properties, and copy location.





1











Adding Video from Discovery Education streaming


Right Click on play icon 


Copy short cut.  


Paste in Placemark Description box.





http://www.archive.org/video/28786/prg28786_256k.asf





3





2





Adding Sounds or Video from free sites


Find media online


Click to Stream. 


As it streams Right Click, then click properties, and copy location.  


Paste in Google Earth Placemark Description box. 










